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Your monthly summary of recent good news from across the Swansea Bay region, 

together with information on business and general events happening this month.  

Brought to you by Swansea Bay Futures in partnership with… 

 

 
 
 

£10million investment will create 60 new jobs at Llanelli auto components plant 

Sixty new high quality jobs are to be created at the Gestamp Tallent auto components plant in Llanelli, which 
already employs 400 people. A £10 million investment in the installation of a new hot metal stamping press line 
– one of only two in the UK – has already secured a full order book for the next five years supplying Jaguar Land 
Rover. The new press has the capacity to produce 2 million individual parts a year and will supply structural 
components for the new Land Rover Discovery and Range Rover products, as well as the new Jaguar XE model.  
The new line forms part of a suite of new technology investment at the plant including high precision 
lasers while the building is also undergoing refurbishment with investment in the fabric of the facility. Economy 
Minister Edwina Hart described the investment as a significant milestone in the transformation of the plant 
which only a few years ago was facing closure with a workforce that had dwindled to less than 100 employees. 
Ian Middleton, UK Gestamp chairman, said: “This project further strengthens the excellent working relationship 
between Gestamp and the Welsh Government and ensures that our Llanelli Plant now boasts the world’s latest, 
most modern hot stamping technology. This, coupled with other recent investment, not only secures jobs but 
also offers great potential for further growth of this facility.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/10million-milestone-investment-will-create-60-new-jobs-llanelli-auto-
components-plant 
 

Swansea based call centre expanding and moving premises 

Holiday providers Thomson and First Choice have created 33 new jobs at their contact centre in Swansea.  The 
new jobs cover customer contact roles as well as team managers and training consultants and the company said 
that further opportunities are set to be advertised throughout 2015. As a result of the expansion and future 
plans, the team will be moving from its current offices to Alexandra House in the City centre. 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-based-call-centre-expanding-moving-premises  
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Swansea bike retailer boosts turnover 

A Swansea-headquartered online bike retailer and insurance replacement provider has pushed its turnover past 
the £15m mark as the benefits of an investment drive started to kick in. Wheelies Direct, which employs more 
than 100 staff, started life as a Swansea bike shop in 1982. As well as selling bikes and accessories online, it has 
also become the UK’s largest insurance replacement provider for the cycling industry after establishing a service 
to replace stolen and damaged bicycles on behalf of insurers.  In a review of its accounts for the year to 28 
February 2014, the business said it was confident of further growth in sales from its online sales channel and 
increased revenues from its bike replacement service which works with most of the UK’s insurance companies. 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-bike-retailer-boosts-turnover  
 

Swansea firm in line for further funding for project to capture energy from the ocean 

Developers of wave energy technology in Swansea could be in line for further funding after successfully raising 
more than £1m from a panel of local business angels and the Welsh Government over the past 12 months. 
Marine Power Systems (MPS), which was co-founded by Swansea University graduates Dr Gareth Stockman and 
Dr Graham Foster in 2009, is developing technology designed to capture the energy from ocean waves and is on 
schedule and within budget to launch a quarter scale prototype in 2015. When fully developed, the WaveSub 
Wave Energy Converter will potentially create a significant number of jobs in Wales and in the UK Supply Chain. 
The private investors made the investment under the Enterprise Investment Scheme (EIS), a government 
scheme which offers a range of tax reliefs to investors in new companies, while the money from the Welsh 
Government was in the form of £359,000 SMARTCymru research, development and innovation funding.  Dr 
Gareth Stockman, managing director of MPS, said: “The WaveSub project and MPS business as a whole is 
progressing on schedule and within budget.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/hi-tech-swansea-firm-inline-funding-project-capture-energy-ocean  
 

Swansea University project to look at tidal and wave energy wins funding 

Funding of more than £1m has been awarded to research involving Swansea University looking at the effects of 
new tidal and wave energy projects. The programme is aimed at helping to determine the limits to tidal and 
wave energy extraction before potentially damaging environmental and ecological impacts occur. The three-year 
EcoWatt2050 project is coordinated by the Marine Alliance for Science and Technology for Scotland and funded 
by the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council. It will use computer models developed in an earlier 
project to simulate the effects of extracting energy using wave and tidal renewable energy devices on the 
surrounding marine environment. Associate Professor Harshinie Karunarathna in the College of Engineering at 
Swansea University, who will be leading the work on impacts of marine renewable energy projects on sea bed 
sediment environment, said: “The project will shed light on how large scale extraction of wave and tidal energy 
will affect coastal and marine sediment dynamics, which may have considerable impacts on the physical and 
ecological marine environment. This will enable us to understand the extent to which marine energy can be 
harnessed without damaging the environment.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-university-project-tidal-and-wave-energy  
 

Dyesol joins Swansea innovation hub to access EU solar building market 

An Australian dye-solar cell (DSC) company, Dyesol, has been announced as the latest partner of the Sustainable 
Product Engineering Centre for Innovation in Functional Coatings (Specific) project which is centred at Swansea 
University. Becoming a Specific technology partner will grant Dyesol access to a series of UK academic 
institutions and multi-national building materials firms who are already members. The latter will be especially 
important as the company is focused on bringing its DSC technology to the building integrated photovoltaic 
(BIPV) market. Earlier this year, Dyesol signed a distribution deal with Tata Steel UK, though its initial material of 
choice is glass. If it can successfully add its DSC films to both glass and steel façades they could turn the whole 
surface of buildings into solar power cells. For BIPV, Dyesol plans to have large-area demonstrators built by 
2016. Pilot line production will commence in 2017. This will transition to mass production in 2018. Dyesol 
project manager Chris Moore said: ‘Dyesol has been intensely focused on the development of its revolutionary 
technology over the past seven years and it looks forward to realising its vision of bringing third generation PV to 
the UK and European markets. This technology is versatile and the possibilities for commercialisation are vast.”  
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/dyesol-joins-swansea-innovation-hub-access-eu-solar-building-market  
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Swansea University research breaks into UK top 30 

The results of the Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2014 show Swansea University has achieved its 
ambition to be a top 30 research University, soaring up to the league table to 26th in the UK from 52nd in 2008. 
This is the largest climb up the rankings of any research-intensive University in the UK. Swansea University 
submitted the work of nearly 400 staff, including 74 early career researchers, across 18 subject areas for 
assessment in the REF 2014, which for the first time judged universities on the effect their research has on the 
wider world. Ninety per cent of Swansea research was judged to be internationally excellent in its impact, 
demonstrating its contribution to the city region, the Welsh economy, and internationally. The leap comes as the 
University prepares to open its new £450m science and innovation Bay Campus, which will allow it to make even 
greater strides in the future. Examples of some of the world-class research submitted by Swansea University for 
the REF 2014 included: how researchers from the Materials Research Centre (MRC), College of Engineering, have 
developed new coatings for Tata Steel Europe through collaborative research; how research in materials 
characterisation within the College of Engineering has underpinned design, efficiency and safe service in Rolls-
Royce gas turbine engines; how researchers from the College of Science’s Global Environmental Modelling and 
Earth Observation Group used land-surface satellite data from NASA’s orbiting Moderate Resolution Imaging 
Spectrometer  and worked directly with the UK Met Office and the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather 
Forecasts to improve weather forecasts and climate predictions; how research by Professor Rory Wilson, College 
of Science, aided public understanding of long-distance animal movements through the development of a ‘Daily 
Diary’ tagging device, which subsequently informed the National Geographic’s Great Migrations series.  
Professor Richard B. Davies, Swansea University’s Vice-Chancellor, said: “Swansea University is on a strong 
upward trajectory, so we expected to see significant improvements in REF. But even we are surprised by the 
scale of our success. It is extremely gratifying that we have doubled our world-leading research in the six years 
since the 2008 results, with a third of our research now classed as world-leading. This ranks us with some of the 
big players in UK higher education.  It also opens up greater opportunities for research funding. We have shown 
that we are strong across academic disciplines, from STEM subjects to arts and humanities. What the REF 2014 
results confirm is that Swansea University research is undoubtedly delivering significant, sustained and valuable 
economic and societal impact not just within Wales or the UK, but internationally.”  
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-university-research-breaks-uk-top-30  
 

Swansea University’s College of Medicine tops UK survey of young doctors 

Doctors graduating from the College of 
Medicine at Swansea University feel better 
prepared for their first post than doctors from 
any other medical school in the UK, according 
to a comprehensive nationwide survey of 
newly-qualified doctors. The survey covered 
graduates from all 33 medical schools in the 
UK and focused on those who have started 
work since summer 2014.  The results showed 
that 89% of doctors recently graduated from 
Swansea “agreed” or “strongly agreed” with 
the statement that they were adequately prepared for their first post.  This was the joint highest score in the UK 
when compared to all other UK medical schools. Swansea topped the survey in 4 of the 10 individual areas 
where new doctors were asked to say how prepared they felt and was also the medical school with the lowest 
proportion of new doctors reporting feelings of ‘chronic anxiety’.  Swansea College of Medicine, which marked 
its 10th anniversary in 2014, is one of the fastest growing medical schools in the UK. It is a centre of excellence in 
world-class medical teaching and research.  It delivers undergraduate and post-graduate programmes in 
medicine, and professional graduate training.  It works closely with NHS partners in achieving excellence in 
teaching, research and clinical service. Dr Wyn Harris, foundation transition director at Swansea University 
College of Medicine, said: “These are excellent results, particularly as they relate to our first ever cohort of 
graduates.   They show that the Swansea Graduate Entry Medicine course prepares its graduates well for the 
realities of starting work in the modern NHS” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-universitys-college-medicine-tops-uk-survey-young-doctors  
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Swansea University boosts ties with Oman and Qatar 

Professor Richard B. Davies, Vice-Chancellor of Swansea University, has visited the Sultanate of Oman and the 
State of Qatar to boost ties with the two countries. During his visit the Vice-Chancellor attended a series of 
Ministerial level meetings to discuss collaboration and research in the education, commerce, industry and trade 
sectors and held discussions with the Vice-Chancellor and senior team at Oman’s Sultan Qaboos University  
(SQU) about continuing co-operation between the two institutions. This visit constituted a part of the 
University’s efforts to establish meaningful strategic partnership with selected universities from around the 
world. With SQU, the aim was to discuss partnerships in selected disciplines through collaborative research and 
student and staff exchanges. Oil and gas, alternative energy, translation and Arabic studies, and medicine are 
some of the areas identified where both universities can collaborate. Commenting on his meeting with topic 
officials of Sultan Qaboos University, Professor Davies said: “Our meeting was unusual in that there was such 
evident warmth and a meeting of minds within minutes of discussing the commonality of purpose of both 
universities. It was also clear that both universities are focused on achieving outcomes rather than talk.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-university-boosts-ties-oman-qatar  
 

 
 

Singleton Hospital leads rectal cancer trial that could transform treatment worldwide 

A major clinical trial spearheaded in Swansea could change the way cancer patients around the world are 
treated. Singleton Hospital-based consultant Dean Harris is leading the UK-wide study involving the treatment of 
rectal cancer. Current guidelines suggest certain patients should have a course of radiotherapy – which can have 
a devastating impact on a patient’s quality of life – to shrink the tumour before it is surgically removed. But now 
advances in tumour imaging and surgical techniques mean it may not be as necessary to have this additional 
treatment. Funded by UK national charity, the Bowel Disease Research Foundation, the trial will look at locally 
advanced rectal cancer – where the tumour is large but may not have spread. It’s where the cancer is close to 
the limit of surgical removal, or where there is lymph gland involvement. The trial, expected to start in early 
March, involves recruiting 80 patients across the study sites over two years. They will be randomly allocated to 
either surgery only or radiotherapy and surgery, then followed up for a further two years. Professor Harris said: 
“The ultimate aim is to change current guidelines as to who should and shouldn’t have radiotherapy, because 
there is uncertainty at the moment.  We will analyse the survival and recurrence rate, quality of life, which is 
thought to be lower if they have radiotherapy, surgical complications and cost. Depending on the results we 
hope it will lead to a much wider global collaborative study. The ultimate aim is to change the guidelines for 
radiotherapy around the world.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/singleton-hospital-leads-rectal-cancer-trial-transform-treatment-worldwide  

 

 

New Grŵp Gwalia housing development on Swansea Seafront 

Local housing organisation, Grŵp Gwalia, is building 29 new homes on the site of the former Pantycelyn Hotel on 
Oystermouth Road. The £2.95 million development will comprise of 1 bedroom apartments, 3 of which are 
wheelchair accessible. The design of the new development has taken 
inspiration from the surrounding Victorian architecture; a series of 
gabled bays give the impression of 6 individual rather than one large 
building and a series of pastel colours have been proposed to fit in with 
the neighbouring guest houses, complementing the seaside feel of the 
frontage. The development is due for completion in early 2016. Jonathan 
Hughes, Gwalia’s director of development, said: “Gwalia’s commitment 
to providing high quality, affordable homes continues with this new 
development at the heart of Swansea City Centre. We are striving to 
raise the bar in terms of the standard of modern affordable housing 
available locally for the Swansea community.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/new-housing-development-near-swansea-seafront  

Developments Update 

Health & Life Sciences 
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Swansea’s seafront Civic Centre will be marketed for redevelopment 

Swansea’s landmark Civic Centre site will be 
marketed to national and international developers 
in January as part of a scheme to revamp a swath 
of the city centre from the Quadrant and St 
David’s shopping centres to the sea. The 16 acre 
site occupied by the council complex could 
become home to a major hotel along with retail 
and leisure businesses, and housing. Councillors 
and senior officers will move to the Guildhall near 
St Helen’s once the sale is agreed, with the rest of 
the Civic Centre’s 1,100 staff being relocated to 
buildings in the city centre. Confirmation that Civic 

Centre is about to go on the market comes as the council is reviewing its estate of more than 650 buildings big 
and small across the county. Council leader, Rob Stewart, said: “In the Civic Centre we own a very valuable piece 
of real estate — probably the most valuable site in South Wales. It will be for the developer to come up with 
ideas for the Civic Centre site, whether that involves demolishing the existing building or refurbishing and 
reusing it.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swanseas-seafront-civic-centre-sold-next-month  
 

‘Public square in the sky’ proposed for Swansea city centre 

The redevelopment of Swansea city centre could include a major new raised public square with shops and cafes 
spanning Oystermouth Road and linking the city and the seafront.  This is just one of a number of projects being 
considered by Swansea Council for the regeneration of the City centre. The ambitious scheme would see a large 
new “ground level” created from St David’s Shopping Centre to the Marina and leisure centre car park, giving 
views out across Swansea Bay. Commenting on the ideas under consideration, Rob Stewart, leader of Swansea 
Council, said:  “This is only one idea and it doesn’t rule out other proposals coming forward from developers. 
These proposals are just the tip if the iceberg — over the coming months when the full details are released 
people will see the scale of the ambition we have for Swansea.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2015/01/square-in-the-sky-for-swansea  
 

Critical ambition behind city centre improvements 

The micro-poem embedded into the concrete outside Swansea’s High Street station is set to get a fresh lease of 
life, one of a number of actions aimed at sprucing up the area. The three-word poem, Ambition is Critical, was 
infamously given an earthy reworking in cult film Twin Town, and is often incorrectly attributed to Dylan 
Thomas, when in fact, it was a response to his phrase “the graveyard of ambition” by lesser-known poet David 
Hughes. The works, which are due to begin on January 5 and take 10 weeks to complete, also include new signs 
and maps, and the removal of some safety railings to improve pedestrian access. The junction outside the 
railway station will also be resurfaced, and traffic lights will be upgraded. Improvements will also be introduced 
at both the junction between College Street and High Street and the junction between Castle Bailey Street, Caer 
Street and Wind Street, with a pedestrian crossing which will allow people to cross the road diagonally. Robert 
Francis-Davies, Swansea Council’s cabinet member for enterprise, development and regeneration, said: “The 
regeneration of the city centre is one of our key priorities. In the first Swansea Bay City Region board meeting 
chaired by Sir Terry Matthews, the regeneration of High Street was heavily discussed and this project is a 
forerunner of things to come. Enhancing the look and feel of the High Street area and the route from the railway 
station into the city centre is what this project is all about. It’s part of our response to calls by residents, 
businesses and visitors as well as contributors to the ‘You are Here’ engagement project for improvements in the 
area.  
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/critical-ambition-behind-city-centre-improvements  
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Contractors appointed for new school in Baglan 

Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council has appointed Bouygues UK as the main building contractor for the 
new school in Baglan Bay. The £40m development is supported by a 50% grant fund from the Welsh 
Government’s 21st Century School Programme with the remaining 50% coming from the Council’s own 
resources. The school will be built on the Western Avenue playing fields adjacent to Seaway Parade, Sandfields. 
Work is underway to prepare the site for construction and the school is due to open in September 2016. The 
new ‘all-through’ (3-16) school will replace Cwrt Sart Community School, Glanafan Comprehensive School, 
Sandfields Comprehensive School and Traethmelyn Primary School. It will accommodate 1100 secondary age 
pupils and 300 primary age pupils and 100 specialist places for pupils with additional learning needs. The 
community will have access to sports facilities and other areas in the building for academic and vocational 
purposes, as well as performance spaces, meeting rooms, conference and recreation facilities. Speaking as the 
contract was announced, Bouygues UK’s regional managing director for Western, Chris Stevens, said: “The 
challenge is to deliver a modern educational facility for a large, diverse group of students, of various age groups 
and with different requirements – all on the one campus. It’s a complex project but we have a strong reputation 
for building similar, successful school projects in the region. We look forward to working with the council and 
support them to improve the educational facilities for pupils in Neath Port Talbot.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/contractors-appointed-new-school-baglan  
 

Multi-million pound regeneration project to “transform” Port Talbot 

A multi-million pound housing regeneration scheme has been launched in Port Talbot which is set to transform 
the town. Neath Port Talbot Council secured funding from the Welsh Government’s Vibrant and Viable Places 
(VVP) programme to undertake a number of regeneration projects in the town centre, with key partners. The 
three year programme for Port Talbot will transform the living and working environment of the town centre. The 
work involves 10 projects and will link up with developments at Harbourside and Aberavon Seafront, as well as 
other regeneration activities that are underway in the Sandfields and Aberavon Communities First areas. The 
programme plans to deliver 140 new homes, 2,000 square metres of additional commercial space and 
environmental improvements to more than 350 residential properties. The £25 million project was launched as 
construction got under way on the first development at Green Park, a £4.5 million project which is being 
delivered by Coastal Housing on behalf of Neath Port Talbot Council. Council leader, Councillor Ali Thomas, said: 
“I am pleased to announce that the Vibrant and Viable Places regeneration programme in Port Talbot is 
underway. It will bring about a genuine transformation of the town, ensuring Port Talbot plays a major role in 
the future of the Swansea Bay City Region.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/multi-million-pound-regeneration-project-transform-port-talbot  
 

£20m projects transforming Baglan Energy Park and Aberavon Seafront 

Two key developments worth a combined total of more than £20m are progressing in Neath Port Talbot. A 
£7.3m bridge which will link both sides of Baglan Energy Park is on track to open in March while a £13.4m leisure 
centre is due to be completed by the end of 2015 on Aberavon Seafront. In Aberavon, timber roof beams are 
being installed over the pool hall at the leisure centre and roof coverings are being progressed over the existing 
bowls hall building. Brick and block work is progressing to the building within the structure of the original bowls 
hall. This will house the community meeting rooms, the youth club and the dry sports changing area at ground 
floor level and the fitness room, spin room and dance studio at first floor level. The ground and first floor areas 
are being prepared ready to pour the concrete floors. In Baglan Energy Park, the four span composite concrete 
and steel deck of the bridge is now in place, bridging the railway lines, and the internal link road to the power 
station is also complete.  A spokesman for Neath Port Talbot Council said: “Baglan Energy Park is a significant 
employment site in the area and the bridge will open up the wider Baglan Bay area for further investment and 
regeneration opportunities. The bridge will also create a viable through-route for buses that can deliver 
employees close to the offices and SMEs on the Park, connecting with Swansea, Neath and Port Talbot.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/20m-projects-transforming-baglan-energy-park-aberavon-seafront  
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Swansea Bay tidal lagoon given UK government boost 

A £1bn plan to build the world’s first power-generating tidal lagoon in Swansea Bay has been given a boost as 
the UK government revealed further discussions with the developers. It has been named in the National 

Infrastructure Plan, with Energy Secretary Ed Davey saying it showed 
the UK government was “serious” about the potential for tidal power. 
The go-ahead could be given before the general election in May. Six 
months of public consultation has been completed, with the Planning 
Inspectorate due to report its recommendations in March. Progressing 
the scheme will also depend on ministers agreeing a guaranteed price 
for the power generated by the lagoon. Tidal Lagoon Power has said 
the turbines could power 155,000 homes and offer coastal flood 
protection for the Swansea Bay area. Construction would create or 
support 1,900 jobs with 180 people employed once the lagoon is 

operational. Project chief executive Mark Shorrock said the project has attracted interest from India and France 
and could be worth billions to the Welsh economy if a supply chain for parts could be created for other projects. 
“This is massive – this is Wales leading the world,” he said. 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-bay-tidal-lagoon-given-uk-government-boost  
 

Major infrastructure improvements in Carmarthenshire support job creation 

Carmarthenshire Council has unveiled its transport improvements across the county, set to cost £35 million over 
the next five years, which will help to improve road safety and bring more than 1,000 jobs to the county. There 
are three major infrastructure projects including Cross Hands economic link road  which consists of a new single 
carriageway highway running from Black Lion Road to the A476 north-east of Gorslas. The scheme also 
incorporates phase two of the economic link road from Black Lion Road to Gorslas, which will form a direct 
access to Cross Hands East which will help with the creation of around 1,000 jobs. The council has also identified 
the Carmarthen West link, a new road from the A40 dual carriageway to College Road near Parc Dewi Sant and 
Trinity St David’s University, which is essential for development in the area. There are also proposals to improve 
Llanelli Railway Station as part of the transport plans. 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/1000-jobs-heading-carmarthenshire  
 
 

 

First Bay Campus building is handed over to University 

The first building on the Science and Innovation Bay 
Campus has been completed and handed over to 
Swansea University by developer St. Modwen. Pro-
Vice-Chancellor Professor Iwan Davies congratulated 
St. Modwen and its contractor VINCI Construction UK 
on delivering the College of Engineering’s Institute of 
Structural Materials (ISM) on time and on budget, 
ahead of its opening next September. The ISM will 
house a mix of research and commercial activities 
allowing industry and academics to create and develop 
products and manufacturing processes. Rolls-Royce is 
one of the companies sponsoring research at the ISM and two representatives from the company visited to see 
the facilities take shape at the Swansea Materials and Research Testing (SMaRT) section. The Rolls-Royce 
University Technology Centre in Materials, led by Professor Martin Bache, is researching structural metallic 
systems for advanced gas turbine applications in the latest stage in a 10-year partnership between Rolls-Royce 
and the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). Professor Davies said: “The handing over of 
Institute of Structural Materials is a significant milestone as it reinforces the message that the University is 
getting ‘ready for business’ and fully committed to delivering world class research with its industrial partners.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/first-bay-campus-building-handed-university  

Swansea University Campus Development 
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Queen’s New Year’s Honours: Six listed from South West Wales 

Six previously unsung community heroes from South West Wales have been named in the Queen’s New Year’s 
Honours list. Tremendously proud to be awarded with the British Empire Medal is charity campaigner and 
stalwart member of the Friends of Oystermouth Castle, Roger Douglas Parmiter. In nearby Gorseinon lives Steve 
Davies, a volunteer for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution who is being appointed MBE. Instrumental in 
teaching adults and children alike about the dangers of the sea, Mr Davies has given almost three decades to the 
RNLI at Horton and Port Eynon. In Carmarthenshire, another British Empire Medal is being awarded to Zena 
Valerie Jenkins, for her voluntary service to Llangunnor Primary School, and the Women’s Institute. Also 
featuring on the list of New Year’s Honours List are Margaret Mary Amrar, the former postmistress for Dyffryn 
Cellwen Post Office, in Neath, who is being awarded the British Empire Medal. Eunice Walters, headteacher of 
Brynhyfryd Primary School, in Briton Ferry, is also being appointed MBE for her services to education and young 
people in Neath Port Talbot. Former chief fire officer for Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service, Richard 
Smith, is also being awarded the Queen’s Fire Service Medal. 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/new-years-honours-six-listed-swansea-bay  
 

Wales will now have an annual ‘Dylan Day’ from May 14 2015 

The Welsh Government and Literature Wales have announced that from now 
on May 14 in Wales will be known as ‘Dylan Day’. The Welsh Government 
says Dylan Day is aimed at building on the legacy of the Dylan Thomas 100 
Festival and comes in response to requests to establish a public day to 
remember Thomas’ life and works. The May 14 date reflects the date Under 
Milk Wood was first read on stage at The Poetry Centre in New York in 1953. 
It is hoped Dylan Day will generate as much interest as Burns Night which 
sees literary suppers being held in Scotland and across the world in memory 
of Scots poet Robert “Rabbie” Burns on his birth date of January 25. Dylan Thomas’ granddaughter Hannah Ellis 
broke the news in December and said: “It is so important we make the most of the amazing legacy the Dylan 
Thomas 100 festival has offered and continue to celebrate the achievements of Dylan Thomas. A national day 
devoted to my grandfather will also be a way to bring attention to literature and arts in Wales and the places 
that inspired him so much. Let’s embrace the day, dress up, read a poem or two and have fun exploring the 
magic of words.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/wales-will-now-annual-dylan-day-may-14-2015  
 

‘Holy Grail’ of Dylan Thomas scholars snapped up by Swansea University  

A previously unknown notebook Dylan Thomas used to craft some of his most complex poems described as “the 
holy grail of Thomas scholars” has been snapped up at Sotheby’s for £104,500 by Swansea University. The 
precious exercise book, containing 49 handwritten pages full of scratchings-out, doodles and revisions, was 
discovered lying in a drawer covered in a Tesco paper bag. The notebook will be kept in the University’s Richard 
Burton Archives, which are open to all by appointment. The story behind the notebook is fascinating, giving an 
insight into the less than harmonious relationship between the Welsh poet and Yvonne Macnamara, the mother 
of his long suffering wife Caitlin. Thomas left the notebook behind during a visit to Yvonne’s home in Blashford, 
Hampshire, and she later gave it to a member of her household staff, Louie King, with instructions for it to be 
burnt in a kitchen boiler. But King realised the value of the book and decided against burning it, writing down his 
feelings in a note attached to the notebook’s cover which read: ‘This Book of poetry by Dylan Thomas was with a 
lot of papers given to me to burn in the kitchen boiler. I saved it and forgot all about it until I read of his death…’ 
The notebook remained with King’s family hidden in a drawer and unknown to Thomas scholars for decades and 
only emerged after his death. Professor John Goodby, a Swansea University based expert on Thomas’ work, said: 
“It’s the most exciting Thomas discovery since his death in 1953.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/holy-grail-dylan-thomas-scholars-snapped-swansea-university-104500  
 

 

Exciting News! 
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Swansea research supports Greenland ice cap world record attempt 

Swansea University research expertise will be behind a team which, in 
May 2015, will be attempting the world’s first unsupported crossing by 
an amputee of the 600 km Greenland ice cap, in aid of Help for Heroes. 
The team, called 65 Degrees North, will be conducting the unsupported 
crossing on skis, pulling packs weighing up to 300lbs containing their 
food, clothing and survival equipment. The route is around 600 km, 
from Kangerlussuaq in the west to Kulusuk in the east. Collectively they 
will battle against the distance and fatigue, temperatures as low as -
37°c, deep crevasses and the resident polar bears.  The journey, a world 
record attempt, is estimated to take between 24-30 days. Swansea 

University’s sports science experts, along with colleagues from the Welsh Elite Performance Sport Innovation 
Network (WEPSIN), have already been working with the 65 Degrees North team on a number of projects 
including advice on nutrition, profiling the team for their baseline aerobic fitness to allow them to monitor the 
effectiveness of their preparations and working with the team around passive heat maintenance techniques and 
sleep quality. Associate Professor Liam Kilduff, from Applied Sports Technology, Exercise and Medicine (A-STEM) 
within the College of Engineering at Swansea University, director of WEPSIN, and one of the patrons of 65 
Degrees North, said: “We’re delighted to be supporting the team at 65 Degrees North. Making sure our research 
has an impact on real-life problems is a priority for us, and our work with 65 north is testament to that.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-research-supports-greenland-ice-cap-world-record-attempt  
 

Explore Swansea Castle with new wifi hotspot 

It has cut an imposing figure in the heart of the city since medieval times, but now Swansea Castle is forging an 
equally formidable presence in cyberspace. The castle is the venue for a new wi-fi hotspot which allows visitors 
to log on and immediately view information about the 
structure’s dramatic history. Anyone within 100 metres of 
the attraction will automatically get a web link to a film and 
other information as soon as they log on. The video is the 
final part of a project to educate residents and visitors about 
the castle’s heritage. It includes aerial footage of the 
landmark and the sound of clanking swords. Also featured 
are actors playing apparitions of some of the key figures in 
the castle’s history, including William de Braose III, a former 
Lord of Gower who once lived in the castle in the late 13th 
and early 14th centuries, and William Cragh, a medieval 
Welsh warrior who was said to be miraculously brought 
back to life after being executed within sight of the castle in 
1290 for killing 13 men. A Swansea Castle family trail can also soon be downloaded from the web link. Hard 
copies will be made available at the Tourist Information Office on Plymouth Street. Councillor Robert Francis-
Davies, Swansea Council’s cabinet member for enterprise, development and regeneration, said: “The 
combination of the video, on- site displays and the family trail will help bring Swansea Castle back to life for 
thousands of people.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/explore-swansea-castle-new-wifi-hotspot  
 

Swansea restaurant named Best Spice Restaurant in Wales at British Curry Awards 

Rasoi, on Bryntirion Road in Pontlliw in Swansea, has been named Best Spice Restaurant in Wales at the British 
Curry Awards in London. It was the tenth year the awards have taken place and this year saw 2,641 restaurants 
being nominated. Rasoi is also one of six restaurants in Swansea to be in the Waitrose Good Food Guide and was 
voted one of the two best restaurants by diners who use Open Table. Suki Singh Kuller, owner of Rasoi, said they 
were thrilled to have received the award also that they plan to open a second restaurant in Swansea city centre 
by the middle of this year. Mr Kuller said: “We’d like to thank all our staff and customers, we’re happy our food 
has been recognised in Swansea and now beyond.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/swansea-indian-restaurant-named-best-spice-restaurant-wales-british-curry-
awards  
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New restaurant opens in Carmarthen 

Carmarthen has welcomed a new Italian restaurant to its St Catherine’s Walk development, with the opening of 
Prezzo, following a £500,000 refit of the former Real China restaurant.  The 96-seat restaurant has a 
contemporary design and features oak paneling, modern decorative lighting and feature floor tiling. A double 
horseshoe bar sits in the middle of the restaurant, where guests can enjoy a drink before their meal.  This is 
Prezzo’s second premises in Wales, with the other one in Cardiff, and its opening has brought 18 new jobs to the 
town.  Prezzo chief executive, Jonathan Kaye, said: “We are confident it will be an excellent addition to 
Carmarthen’s social and dining scene. Hopefully it will also act as a catalyst for other businesses to invest in the 
town too.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/18-jobs-menu-new-carmarthen-restaurant  
 

Carmarthenshire Railway back on track after line extension 

2015 will be an important year for the Gwili Steam Railway near Carmarthen as a 15-year project, which sees a 
new 1.75 mile (2.8km) extension to the line, will finally be completed and the new section opened. Some of the 
views along the length of the line have not been seen by the travelling public for almost 50 years, since the line, 
which went from Carmarthen to Aberystwyth, closed. Over £300,000 has been spent on the recent project 
including funds from CWM Environmental Carmarthenshire County Council Rural Development Fund and County 
Collaboration Fund, together with money raised by supporters. The new line follows the River Gwili, passing 
alongside the Gwili Falls. From there it heads to a new station in Abergwili, where there are long-term plans to 
build a visitor centre.  Volunteers are hopeful there will be an official opening in time for the 50th anniversary of 
the last passenger train on the line, which ran on 20 February 1965. 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/carmarthenshire-railway-back-track-line-extension  
 

Carmarthenshire tourism celebrated by UK travel writers 

Carmarthenshire tourism attractions and restaurants got a big plug in national newspapers in the run up to 
Christmas with coverage in The Sunday Star, Daily Star and Metro. Carmarthen town is mentioned with the 
tourist information and old gaol museum inside the castle walls, together with the Festival of Senses in Llandeilo 
and Y Stabl, the writer’s accommodation in Bethlehem. Reference is also made to Heavenly, the ice cream 
specialists in Llandeilo, and Carreg Cennin Castle. Huw Parsons, the Carmarthenshire council’s marketing and 
tourism manager said the articles “provide lots of nice mentions to places in the area including The Plough at 
Rhosmaen, Wrights Emporium in Golden Grove, Dinefwr Park, the newly opened Waun Wyllt country pub in Five 
Roads.” 
www.abayoflife.com/2014/12/carmarthenshire-tourism-celebrated-uk-travel-writers  
 
 

 

 

For a fuller listing of business events coming up, please visit:  
www.abayoflife.com/event-category/business-events  
 

JCP Free legal workshop: Human Resources 
8 January, 12:30 - 14:00                  JCP Solicitors, Picton Terrace Office, Carmarthen 
www.jcpsolicitors.co.uk/latest-events  
Clare Davies, head of Human Resources Services, aims to help businesses understand some of the policies and 
procedures that are needed to look after and deal with employee issues, highlighting a number of common basic 
mistakes that regularly occur that are quite simple to put right, but can result in high costs if ignored. 
 

How to Tender Workshop - an introduction 
14 January, 10:30 - 14:30                  The Village Hotel, Swansea 
www.business.wales.gov.uk  
This workshop is suitable for any business that has an interest in selling goods, products or services to publicly-
funded organisations and is new to the tendering process. 
 

Business Events 
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Software Alliance Wales - Getting the most out of Google AdWords 
15 January, 09:30 - 16:00                  The Village Hotel, Swansea 
www.softwarealliancewales.com/getting-most-out-google-adwords-1 
Google AdWords are a great way to increase the visibility of your website in Google - and drive targeted traffic 
and customers to it. This AdWords course shows you how to create successful search campaigns, explore best-
practice tools and techniques and learn how you can get the most out of Google AdWords 
 

Environmental Management System (EMS) training 
20 January 2015, 09:00 - 15:00                 The Village Hotel, Swansea 
www.business-events.org.uk  
This workshop will help you develop an Environmental Management System. If you tender for public and private 
sector work you may need to have an EMS to help you compete for that tender. 
 

Swansea Bay Business Club - Burns Night Luncheon 
23 January, 12:15 for 13:00 start                      Marriott Hotel, Swansea 
www.swanseabusinessclub.com  
Join members of Swansea Bay Business Club for a special luncheon to mark Burns Night.  A chance to network as 
well as enjoy a delicious luncheon in good company. 
 

BIG SORP, little SORP - Broomfield and Alexander Seminar 
27 January, 09:00 - 11:30                      Mercure Hotel, Swansea 
www.broomfield.co.uk/events/big-sorp-little-sorp-swansea/ 
The long awaited revised Charity Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) has finally arrived. This 
Broomfield and Alexander seminar will guide you through the upcoming changes to charity accounting rules and 
how they will affect your organisation.  
 

Business Wales: How to Tender Advanced Workshop 
27 January, 09:30 - 13:30           Henley House, Swansea 
www.wales.business-events.org.uk  
This workshop will improve your tendering abilities by looking at the various additional elements, such as 
effective methodology statements, community benefits, corporate social responsibility, and project and contract 
management.  The workshop also covers how to collaborate effectively when tendering for contracts. 
 
 

 

 

Antiques Fair 
10 & 11 January, 10:00 - 16:30         National Botanic Garden of Wales, Llanarthne 
www.gardenofwales.org.uk 
The Garden provides a stunning and iconic setting for this popular event featuring more than 50 stands. There 
will be a huge range of stalls in the wonderful surrounds of Lord Foster’s stunning Great Glasshouse; in the 
Regency splendour of Principality House; and in the Garden marquee; and there will be some rare Swansea 
porcelain on display. Entry to the Gardens is free throughout January apart from on event days - £2 entry for 
adults, parking is free 
 

Marina Market 
11 January, 10:00 -15:00                     Dylan Thomas Square, Swansea  
www.uplandsmarket.com     
Delicious fresh food and beautiful hand crafted goods, Marina Market takes place in Dylan Thomas Square, 
situated next to the National Waterfront Museum. Brought to you by the same people who organise the 
successful Uplands Market, it offers a wonderful array of stalls to browse on a Sunday in a great location. Takes 
place every second Sunday, with the Uplands market taking place on the last Saturday each month. 

 

General Events 
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Woodcraft Weekend 
17 & 18 January, 10:00 – 16:30         National Botanic Garden of Wales, Llanarthne 
www.gardenofwales.org.uk 
Wood-turners, lovespoon-carvers, walking stick makers and an axe sculptor are just some of the stars of the 
show at the Garden’s popular Woodcraft Weekend. Entry to the Gardens is free throughout January apart from 
on event days - £2 entry for adults, parking is free. 
 

NT Live - Treasure Island 
22 January, 19:00               Gwyn Hall, Neath & Taliesin Arts Centre, Swansea University 
www.gwynhall.com/en/event-14021 
www.taliesinartscentre.co.uk/diary.php  
Robert Louis Stevenson’s story of murder, money and mutiny is brought to life in a thrilling new stage 
adaptation by Bryony Lavery, broadcast live from the National Theatre.  It’s a dark, stormy night. The stars are 
out. Jim, the inn-keeper’s granddaughter, opens the door to a terrifying stranger. At the old sailor’s feet sits a 
huge sea-chest, full of secrets. Jim invites him in – and the dangerous voyage begins. Suitable for 10 years + 
 

Heavenly Harps 
25 January, 13:00 – 16:00                   National Waterfront Museum, Swansea  
www.museumwales.ac.uk/swansea/whatson  
Listen to the melodic sound of Shelley Fairplay as her beautiful harp music floats around the main hall. Plus, a 
performance from new Cardiff based student ensemble Dynamic Harps. A perfect way to relax and enjoy the 
National Instrument of Wales and celebrate Santes Dwynwen Day - the Welsh Patron Saint of Love and 
friendship. 
 

The First Time Machine 
31 January, 14.30                   Taliesin Arts Centre, Swansea University 
www.taliesinartscentre.co.uk/diary.php  
Step right up, step right up! Before Dr Who and the Tardis, before Back to The Future there was Anacronopete - 
The First Time Machine. The Brothers Treays welcome you aboard their craft for the voyage of a lifetime taking 
you on an extraordinary journey into the past. Featuring deeds of derring-do and dangerous man-eating bears, 
in a dance through time that promises to entertain and enlighten. A feast of live music, theatre and dance, 
suitable for ages 7+.  
 
 

 

Zoe Bragg       
Communications & Marketing Executive 
Swansea Bay Futures Ltd,  
4th Floor, Union House 
Swansea University,       
Swansea       Tel: 01792 513129 
SA2 8PP      E-mail:  zoe@swanseabayfutures.co.uk 
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